
CONCEPT NOTE 
 

As a frontier political space, the Northeast region of India has been unique and presented diverse 
challenges to the British Colonial Government leading to provisioning like inner line systems, 
excluded areas and partially excluded areas. The region presented similar challenges at the time 
of India's independence and in subsequent time requiring provisioning of the Sixth Schedule 
within the Constitution and re-organisation of boundaries several times to form many smaller 
states. The overall development process of the region has been fraught with the challenge to meet 
the aspirations of a large number of ethnic groups. The region in fact provides an interesting 
milieu for social scientists to engage in research.  
 
Development of social science research on Northeast India began with early documentation on 
the region by the Colonial administratorswhich provided the recorded text on the region. These 
texts have been of academic relevance and provided the basic sources for initiation of social 
science research in the region. Since then, social science research in Northeast has a come a long 
way and there are plethora of studies that have been done on Northeast by scholars from both 
within the region and also outside the region. The Region has been an enigma and has drawn a 
large number of young scholars to work on diverse issues on ethnicity, autonomy, gender, 
politics of development, regionalism, livelihood and economic and social security and myriads of 
other issues.  
 
The OKD Institute of Social Change and Development which is a premiere ICSSR Institute 
in the region has been organizing the ‘Young Social Scientists Meet’ from time to time. The 
Meet provides a platform to young researchers from all over the country working on Northeast 
region to disseminate and share their research work and build a network of young scholars 
working on the region.  
 
This year also the Institute will be organizing two day Young Social Scientists’ Meet on 15th 
and 16th of December, 2016 at OKDISCD in Guwahati.We invite young Research Scholars 
working on Northeast India to participate in the Meet and present their research work. The 
scholars should to send a summary of presentation in 1500 words. The presentations will be 
selected on a competitive basis. A few will also be selected for poster display.Last date for 
submission of summary of the presentation is 30th November, 2016.The Institute will 
reimburse A/C three tier train fare by shortest route for all the shortlisted scholars for the 
Meet. The Institute will also provide local hospitality. 
 
The Meet will also have invited lectures by eminent Social Scientists. 
 
Young Scholars may send their concept papers with their detail affiliations to 
socialscientistmeet@gmail.com 


